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| do not seek to understand in order that | may believe, but | believe in order that | may under stand;
for of this| feel sure, that if | did not believe, | would not under stand.
___Proslogium of Anselm

Consderation of thelifeof St. Anselm bringsto thefore once again the question posed by historians
throughout the ages. do histimesforgethe man or do men genuinely shapetheir times? Despite the pseudo-
intellectud dilemmaunderlying the question, theanswer isreadily obviousto the orthodox Christian. Within
theframework of God’ splan and providence, both answersareequally valid. Capable menrisetotheir
times, yet their actions (or failuresto act) are the secondary meansby which God shapeshistory.

Consider thewell-known case of Alexander. Granted hewaswell educated, possessed akeen
intellect, astrong will, and amartia personality. Had the murder of Phillip of Macedoniaoccurred adecade
earlier or adecadelater, however, world conditionslikely would not have been ripefor Alexander’scon-
guestsand the course of M editerranean history would have taken an entirely different turn. The question of
Alexander’scomplicity inthefamoushomicideisnot relevant to the point. Different times, different out-
come. By the sametoken, were Phillip’sson of adifferent demeanor or of lesser capability, history likewise
takesadifferent turn.

Soitiswiththeecclesiagtical crisesthat arosearound theturn of the 12" century. WhenAnselm
succeeded Lanfranc asprior of themonastery at Becin 1063, apattern was established that would repeat
itself some 30 years|ater on the other side of the channel. After William the Conqueror defeated Harold at
Hastings, he began acampaign of Normanization in England. Having had previousdealingswith Lanfrancin
Normandy, he established theformer prior of Becinthe see of Canterbury in 1071.

Acrossthe channel, thefounding abbot of Bec, Herluin, diedin 1078. Anselm waselected to take
hisplaceand the stagewas set for himto follow in Lanfranc’s path. The choice of Anselm for theleadership
of the abbey and subsequently for the archbishopric at Canterbury, put adecisiveand indelible ssamp onthe
courseof church history. With hiswritingsand hisactions, Anselm became both the voice of Augustinian
orthodoxy and the standard of moral couragefor histroubled times.

Disputeswith Kings

It ssemsunlikely that Anselm ever formul ated the situationin Calvinian terms, but during theyears of
hismaturity, hewas consistently cast intheroleof prophet to the State. Thefirst controversy waswith



William 1, beginning in 1092. The second waswith Henry | and lasted four years (1103 —1107) culminating
inthe Concordat of London.

Anselm and theRed King

During hisyearsat Bec, Anselm becamewel | known both on the Continent and in England, where
the abbey owned considerablered property. Hewasrespected for histheologica insightsrevealed through
hiswritings, and hewas bel oved because of hissensitive spirit and hisgentle manner. After Lanfranc' sdeath
in 1089, William 11 (Rufus) |eft the see of Canterbury open and the rents accrued to the Crown.

Reluctantly bowing to pressurefrom both the king (who wasill) and the bishopsand nobles of the
region, Anselm agreed to becomeArchbishop of Canterbury in 1093. Difficultiesemerged a most immedi-
ately and centered around two i ssues: which popewould be officia ly recognized in England and upon
whoseauthority did the privilege of investiturelie? Rufuswasinclined to support Clement 111, whileAnsam,
whowasinfavor of Hildebrand'sreformsand regarded Clement asno morethan apawn of Henry 1V,
maintained alegianceto Urban|I. Thisdifferenceled directly to thefirst investiture conflict between Anselm
and Rufus.

William Rufus proposed that Anselm receivethe pallium from Clement, which Anselm refused to do.
Thereupon, the king claimed that he, himself, had theright to confer the vestment on hisnewly appointed
archbishop. AgainAnsalm refused, asserting that not only wasUrban 11 thelegitimate pope, but that the
appointment of church officialswasthe church’sbusinessand not theking's. After refusing permissionfor
Ansamtotravel to Rometo receivethe palium, and without telling Anselm, Rufus sent messengersto
Urban who sent the pall to England in asiiver case under the care of apapal legation. It waslaid onthe
table at Canterbury and Anselmtook it up without theking'sinterference. Anselm’s stand on principle had
prevailed, yet heallowed Rufusto saveface.

The conflict between crown and mitredid not end there, however. With Urban 11 strongly opposed
to the practi ce of the church paying homageto kings, Anselm’scontributionsto therealm from the coffers of
theseewerewel | bel ow the expectationsof theking. Frustrated, Rufusthreatened to put Anseilmontrial in
theroyal court. Anselm stood hisground and refused to cedejurisdiction. Finaly, herequested leavefrom
thekingtotravel to Rome and consult with the pope. In 1097, Anselm | eft for Rome, but not beforere-
questing an audiencewith theking and conferring upon him God'sblessing.

With Anselm out of the country, Rufus once again began appropriating to the crown revenueand
property belonging to the church. Meanwhile, in Rome, Anselm conferred with Pope Urban I, who threat-
ened to excommunicate Rufus. Anselm remonstrated with the pope and stayed hishand on thismatter, but
Urban issued an edict of anathemaon al lay investiture and upon al the clergy who submitted toit. Forbid-
den by Rufusto return to England, Anselm remained on the continent, spending themajority of histimein
thevicinity of Rome. During thisexileof nearly threeyearsduration, he participated in theimportant council
at Bari, defending the procession of the Holy Spirit from the Father and the Son against the anti-filioque
position of the Greek bishops. He also compl eted hisimportant treati se on theincarnation, Cur Deus
Homo.

Anselm and Henry |

During thesummer of 1100, Rufuswaskilled by an arrow while hunting in one of thegame pre-



serves he had created by confiscating more than two dozen church cemeteries. Hewasnot mourned and his
body was buried without benefit of clergy. Hisyounger brother took thethroneasHenry I.

Oneof thefirgt actsof the new monarch, who desired thefavor of theinfluential clergy, wasto recall
Ansalmfrom exile. Thearchbishop was not back in England long, however, beforetheinvestiture contro-
versy arose once again. Henry sought tofill the 15 vacant church positions (11 abbeysand 4 bishoprics)
with men of hisown appointment and demanded that Anselm consecratethem. Anselm, obedient to the
papal edict, refused. Del egationswere sent to Rome asking Pope Pascal 11 to settle the matter, but when the
pope upheld therulingsof hispredecessor, Henry refused to comply. In 1103, Anselm himself traveled to
Rome, together with an emissary from theking. Pascal |1 then excommunicated the bishopswho had
accepted their officefrom theking, but did not take the additiona step of excommunicating Henry. It seems
likely hewas dissuaded from thisfurther action by the urging of Anselm, just asUrban |1 had been.

Sinceneither Anselm nor the king had achieved an outcomethat satisfied their concerns, Anselm
remained in exile. The dispensation of mercy that Henry had received failed to have the effect Anselm might
havewished for and Henry remained steadfast in hisdetermination to retain theright of investitureclaimed
by both hisfather and hisbrother. Atlast, in 1105, Pascal 11 declared Henry excommunicated. Thisthreat to
hissoul, together with the urgings of hiswifewho wasbeholdento Anselm, led the king to seek aconfer-
encewith Ansalm, which took placeat Becinthe summer of 1106.

Ansalm and the king reached agreement, secured the approval of Pascal |1 and the pact wasfinally
ratified on August 26, 1106. Thetermsincluded the king surrendering any right of investitureinthefuture,
restoring revenue sei zed from Canterbury during Anselm’s absence and renouncing claimto the revenues of
vacant abbeysand bishoprics. The pope agreed to confirm the appoi ntments made by Henry during thetime
of the controversy and to rescind thewrit of excommunication againgt theking. Thekingwasaso giventhe
right of nomination for future bishops, subject to church approval . Anselm then returned to England and
consecrated the bishopswho had been previoudy appointed.

Theagreement of Bec resolved most of the difficulties between the church and the crown, but
another year would pass before theinvestiture controversy wasfinally put to bed. InAugust of 1107, the
Concordat of London was announced. A ccording to the contemporary account of Eadmer who, like
Ansalm, wasaBenedictine scholar, the meetings|asted three daysand culminated in apublic meeting with
both Henry and Anselm in attendance. The king once and forever renounced the crown’sright of investiture.
For the church’spart, Anselm declared that no clergy would “ be deprived of consecrationto the officeto
which he had been appointed because of hishaving done homageto theKing.”

Thuswasended peacefully animportant conflict that spanned decades of timeand multipleregen-
ciesinboth church and state. That it ended amicably with satisfaction on both sidesisatributeto the
personal courage, the commitment to principleand thewillingnessto negotiate that were the operative
characteristicsof theman, Anselm. Having accomplished much, bothin theology and in practice, that would
benefit the church for centuriesafter hisera, Saint Anselm passed into glory at Canterbury inApril, 1109.
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